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The 7th Conference on PPN Chipped and Ground Stone Industries of the Fertile Crescent was held
in Barcelona and Bellaterra from the 14 to 17 February 2012, with the conference proceedings
now being published here under the title Stone Tools in Transition: From Hunter-Gatherers to
Farming Societies in the Near East.

The Culture Department in the Government of Catalonia and, more precisely, the Directo-
rate-General of Cultural Heritage opted to collaborate in the organisation of the event for several
reasons. First, because of its marked international character and the long tradition of these scien-
tific meetings, going back over 19 years. The second important point was that on this occasion, a
Catalan university, the Autonomous University of Barcelona and in particular its Prehistory De-
partment was the co-organiser. Additionally, we thought that the subject, Neolithic studies in
the geographical area of the Near East, the cradle of our civilisation, and the important inter-
disciplinary and crosscutting nature of the topic ensured the achievement of excellent results.

In fact, this event totally fulfilled the objectives we would like Catalan archaeological research
to achieve: the accreditation of the research at an international level; presence in international
forums and publications; and attainment of a high degree of excellence.

There is no doubt that Catalan archaeological research is in this line. The number of Catalan
teams working abroad is clear evidence of this. The existence of pluri-disciplinary and crosscutting
research projects on a high level of quality are the main proof that our research standards in archae-
ology are comparable with those of the most advanced countries, despite this being a small country.

In the same line, the Culture Department would also like to acknowledge our main groups of con-
solidated research on this period, who are conducting archacological projects in the Near East. Further-
more, we would like to extend this acknowledgement to all the Catalan archacological excavations
overseas. All these elements would have sufficed by themselves alone, but the Conference added an es-
pecially significant ingredient: our Mediterranean vocation and the fact that it would lead to such an
interesting publication as the one presented here, which bears witness to all the aspects being described.

In short, we believe the Conference is clear proof that our archaeological research is competi-
tive and of high quality.

Finally, we wish the greatest success to the next conference, currently being organised, which
will take place in Cyprus and which will ensure the continuity of these major scientific meetings,
once again within a European and Mediterranean cultural framework.

Josep Manuel Rueda Torres

Subdirector-general of Architectonic, Archaeological and Palacontological Heritage
Directorate-General of Archives, Libraries, Museums and Cultural Heritage
Culture Department of the Government of Catalonia
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One of the trends that have most influenced society, and also universities, in recent years is the
increase in international relationships, communication and collaboration. This takes place on
institutional levels, but also, and above all, on a more basic level of research teams, laboratories
and even more often between the researchers themselves. The use of new technologies has greatly
helped in this as they have improved its speed and immediacy. However this has not reduced the
need for meetings and conferences where, generally in person, researchers gather about an object
of study or a speciality. The advantages range from the ease of discussion about new ideas and
hypotheses, and direct dialogue with colleagues, to learning about new topics and/or teams.
Therefore, the holding of conferences is still very much of interest.

Of the meetings which the UAB as a scientific institution helped organise in 2012, we can
highlight in this brief presentation the one that was the origin of the present publication: the 7#»
International Conference on the Chipped and Ground Stone Industries in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic of
the Fertile Crescent. The meeting congregated about a hundred researchers who presented a con-
siderable number of oral communications and posters. The international nature of the confer-
ence should be stressed, as archaeologists from a dozen countries took part.

The material and immaterial cultural heritage of societies possesses undoubted intrinsic value
as an identifying element of people and nations, and acts as an axis of cohesion and social and
cultural activity. There is doubtlessly also a perfectly legitimate economic dimension. Both as-
pects are quite compatible and complementary. It is therefore important for heritage to be con-
sidered an asset, and not only a source of expenses, a burden, in its preservation.

The geographical area of the Near East enjoys very special meaning and importance for the
world of history and archaeology, on a specific level and for a more general understanding of the
Eurasian area. As is well known, the origins of the phenomena of social and economic transfor-
mation were located there; aspects of the magnitude of the first farming societies and cities, and
the appearance of states (before in any other part of the world). Archaeologists, historians and
philologists trace the evidence and study these phenomena so that with their knowledge they
might contribute towards improving modern societies. The studies in the present proceedings of
the scientific meeting, organised by the SAPPO research team in the University Prehistory De-
partment together with the IMF of the CSIC, approach the Neolithisation process in the Near
East through the study of the stone tools found at archaeological sites in the region. This research
leaves no doubts about the vitality of Near Eastern archaeology and the significant presence of
researchers from our institutions in this field of science.

Pilar Dellunde

Research Vice-rector, Universitat Autobnoma de Barcelona
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The 7 Conference on PPN Chipped and Ground Stone Industries of the Fertile Crescent was held in
Barcelona in winter 2012 at a time of socio-economic difficulties in southern Europe and a com-
plex situation in the Middle East. The conference therefore signified a major stimulus as well as
the recognition of the work carried out until that time by several research groups in the Mediter-
ranean area and the Near East; in particular, in the case of the CSIC, by the team headed by Dr.
Juan José Ibdnez at the Institucién Mila i Fontanals. In such a context, the PPN7 succeeded in
showing that scientific collaboration is an important instrument for progress, as the researchers
were able to share and exchange experiences and knowledge. It was also a magnificent platform
for discussions between scholars of different nationalities, with different views on scientific mat-
ters and, possibly, also on socio-political realities and their impact on heritage and research in the
region. In this respect, while awareness of the social and cultural value of archaeological heritage
is growing, major sites that could contribute significantly to a better understanding of the birth
and development of Near East cultures continue to be destroyed and plundered. For this reason,
the meeting was an excellent example of how scientific collaboration can be, and indeed is, a
model of transversal and institutional cooperation.

Luis Calvo
Delegate in Catalonia of the Spanish National Research Council — CSIC





